
Discussion Questions for The Lace Reader 
 

 
1. At the very start of The Lace Reader, Towner Whitney, the 

protagonist, tells the reader that she’s crazy.  By the end of the 
book, knowing what you know, do you agree with her? 

2. Towner also confesses to being a liar. In what ways, if any, do 
you feel that Towner lied to you? 

3. For centuries, women have used lace as an adornment for their 
clothes and as a decoration for their homes. Just a small piece 
of lace on a sleeve could evoke a sense of luxury, beauty, and 
elegance. How does your family use lace today?  Is it used 
everyday or only on special occasions?               

4.  Have any pieces of lace been passed down to you or someone 
else in your family? If so, what feelings do you associate with 
these heirloom pieces of lace? 

5. The author states that The Lace Reader is, at its core, about 
perception vs. reality. How does Rafferty’s perception of 
Towner color his judgment of what she says and does? What 
about Rafferty’s perception of Cal and his actions? 

6. Eva reveals that she speaks in clichés so that her words do not 
influence the choices made by the recipients of her lace reading 
sessions. Do you think that’s possible? Can a cliché be so over 
used that it loses its original meaning? 
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7. When May comments on the relationship between Rafferty and 
Towner, she states that they are too alike and predicts that 
“You won’t just break apart. You’ll send each other flying.” Did 
you agree with that when you read it? And if so, in what ways 
are Towner and Rafferty alike? 

8. The handmade lace industry of Ipswich quickly vanished when 
lace making machines were introduced. At that same moment, 
the economic freedom of the women making the handmade 
lace also evaporated. Why do you think that these women 
didn’t update their business, buy the machines, and own a 
significant portion of the new lace making industry?  

9. Do you think that May’s revival of the craft of handmade lace 
with the abused women on Yellow Dog Island is purely 
symbolic, or could it be, in some way, very practical? 

10. If you could learn to read lace and reliably see things about 
your future, would you? 
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